
From: Beverage Scavvy <beveragescavvy@gmail.com> 

Date: Mon, Apr 5, 2010 at 6:02 PM 
To: Adriana.diBartolo@pomona.edu 

Dear Adriana diBartolo,  

We are forwarding the message we sent to the QRC Sunday night.  After seeing the response to 
the incident from the QRC staff and allies sent out to the Claremont Community earlier this 
morning, it seemed likely to us that our email did not reach those for whom it was intended.  We 
apologize for this unintended delay in dealing with the issue. 

Please feel free to forward our message along to staff and students of the QRC, as well as any 
others to whom you feel it would be appropriate to send it. 

 
Subject: An Apology from the Organizers of Beverage Scavvy, Regarding Walker Wall 

------------------------ 

From: Beverage Scavvy <beveragescavvy@gmail.com> 
Date: Sun, Apr 4, 2010 at 11:52 PM 

To: qrc@cuc.claremont.edu 

Dear Staff and Students of the Claremont Queer Resource Center, 
  
We are writing both to explain and to apologize for the painting of Walker Wall—and more 
importantly the painting over of the recently-painted Rainbow Flag—that occurred on Saturday 
evening. 
  
Those writing to you are the organizers of an event called "Beverage Scavvy," a 5-C event, and 
are students of the Claremont Colleges.  Beverage Scavvy is an annual event in which 
participants dress up and race to solve and complete all the clues given out on the scavenger hunt 
list; during the scavenger hunt, teams of three also must drink 24 beverages of any sort, either by 
themselves or with the help of others.  Although this event does not violate any of the rules of the 
Claremont Colleges, it is, in the eyes of the administration (of Pomona College in particular), 
related to the event "Beer Scavvy" which took place in previous years, was run by Pomona 
College students, and which was considered to be a drinking game and therefore against the 
school’s policy.  As a result of this association, we are choosing to remain anonymous.  We 
apologize for this, as we realize it would be a far better situation if we could open this dialogue in 
person—or at the very least, not from an anonymous email account.  We hope that you 
understand this decision. 
  
We understand that many of those associated with the QRC—and many supportive students from 
around the Claremont Colleges more generally—were both sad and angry to find that the 
Rainbow flag only recently painted on Walker Wall had apparently been defaced over night.  
Although at this point the writing has already been done, we would like to make it clear that none 
of it was in any way directed at or related to the QRC, Gaypril or the queer community of the 
Claremont Colleges.  The writing occurred specifically because of one of the clues on the 
scavenger hunt list, which asked students to find, make, and do certain things throughout the 
Claremont Colleges and the surrounding area.  The clue in question read: "Your team’s name, 
written as large and indelibly as possible on Walker Wall."  Teams chose team names prior to 
receiving the list of clues (prior to finding out that they would be writing these names on Walker 
Wall), as we required teams to choose names in order to register for the event.   
  



More importantly, though, the organizers of the event (the writers of the clues), wrote, finalized, 
and printed out the official scavenger hunt list significantly prior to the event itself, and long 
before Walker Wall had been painted and before we were aware of any plans to do so.  We 
actually—and this is a fault of our own, as organizers of a 5-C event—were unaware that the wall 
had been painted until after the event commenced, and thus after a few hundred students were on 
their way to paint their team names on the wall.  At this point, there was little we could do to 
change this clue; and students, in the rush to get to the finish line first, likely did not stop to 
question the clue or to think of the consequences of fulfilling it. 
  
In short, we would like to apologize sincerely for the painting over of much of the Rainbow flag 
that occurred as a result of Beverage Scavvy, which we planned.  We feel that this was a result of 
very unfortunate timing and an unawareness on our part for which we take responsibility.  We 
want to make clear the fact that this was in no way meant to offend, hurt, or upset anyone—
associated with the Queer Resource Center or otherwise.  We realize that at this point the damage 
has already been done, and that a great deal of work went into painting the wall by many 
students.  We hope, though, that we can fix all other damage done as a result of Beverage Scavvy 
by making it understood that no harm was meant in any way, by either the organizers of or 
participants in Beverage Scavvy.  And, although we meant no harm, we do apologize sincerely 
for what happened.  Organizers of this event in future years will make sure to be more careful of 
other events on the Claremont Colleges and make every effort possible to avoid this sort of thing 
from happening again. 
  
We hope this clears up some of the concerns about the incident on Saturday night, and again, we 
apologize for the necessity of communicating with you anonymously.  Please email us with any 
questions or concerns. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
The organizers of “Beverage Scavvy” 
 
**************************************************** 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
 
From: *Students of Color Alliance* <soca04747@gmail.com <mailto:soca04747@gmail.com>> 
Date: Mon, Apr 5, 2010 at 11:31 AM 
Subject: Walker Wall: A Response from the Queer Resource Center 
To: socamembers@googlegroups.com <mailto:socamembers@googlegroups.com> 
 
 
To all members of the Claremont Community, 
 
 
Please be sure to share the following statement with your friends, colleagues and others who may 
not have received it: 
 
   
         The queer community and its allies are shocked, angered and embarrassed at the defacement 
of Walker Wall that took place Saturday night, April 3, 2010, during Beer Scavenger Hunt. This 
vandalism happened just hours after two days of labor and QRC resources were put into 
launching the Queer Resource Center's Gaypril events. Last April, when the QRC painted a 
rainbow on Walker Wall, it remained untouched for more than a full month. Clearly, members of 
the Claremont community understood the significance of this production. On April 3rd of this 
year, the whole of Walker Wall was painted over with slogans and slurs that were not only 
homophobic, but also racist and sexist. 



 
  
         The morning after the vandalism took place, red plastic cups, cans of spray-paint, and tubs 
of paint were left near the wall for Pomona grounds keeping to clean-up. This action is indicative 
of the racism, sexism, homophobia, and class privilege that permeate the student culture here. 
This event is not simply drunken students making an unfortunate choice, but rather part of a 
longer tradition of racism, sexism, homophobia, and classism in and outside of the colleges. 
Though the perpetrators may not recognize these legacies in Claremont, the community members 
targeted by these events do. That some groups did not write their names on the wall shows that 
anyone participating could have done the same. 
 
  
         It is not the responsibility of the queer community and the QRC to repaint the wall and 
sweep this incident under the rug. If Claremont becomes unsafe for certain groups, covering or 
hiding it will not help. If there is going to be any event in response to this, the QRC—busy with 
its own events this April— does not want to expend additional time and resources doing damage 
control. We urge that the perpetrators of this vandalism accept responsibility and respond with 
action. 
 
  
  
In solidarity, 
 
QRC staff and allies 
	
  


